PROPOSED ADDITIONAL TEXT

FOR THE ENERGY SECTION OF THE MUNICIPAL PLAN
CHAPTER 3 – SWANTON TODAY 
Current Use and Renewable Energy…

In the placement of industrial solar panels and wind turbines, consideration shall be given to aesthetics; health impacts, environmental impacts; disturbance of wildlife habitat, groundwater and streams; noise generation levels; scenic incongruity; and effect on the adequacy of the power grid to sufficiently handle the additional kilowatts proposed to be produced by the industrial solar and wind facilities. The solar panel and wind turbine structures shall be located at a sufficient distance from residences to avoid any conflict between the operation of these structures and the peaceful and healthful enjoyment of their properties by the occupants of the residences.  Location preferences for industrial green energy projects should be given to brownfield sites, old quarry sites, and other disturbed land away from existing residential neighborhoods. 
The use of prime ag soils for green energy projects should be discouraged.  Ridges are scenic resources that enhance the natural beauty of the Town.  All reasonable measures should be taken to avoid their industrialization with green energy projects or other high impact energy developments that alter the existing scenic character of the ridges. Critical wildlife habitats on ridge tops, in the lowlands, and in wetlands should not be considered for green energy projects where the negative impacts of the individual project disrupts the wildlife habitat or interferes with the migration patterns of the wildlife.
(NOTE: This text should be placed as the last paragraph of the Energy Chapter in Chapter 3.)
CHAPTER 3 – SWANTON TODAY

C.  NATURAL RESOURCES

Swanton is fortunate to have some of the most diverse natural environments found in this region. The Missisquoi National Wildlife Refuge, a 6,000 acre wildlife preserve, is predominantly located in West Swanton but also extends into the Town of Highgate.  Much of Swanton is relatively flat with several wetland areas.  The upland areas of Swanton converge to several valleys and tributaries feeding into the Lake Champlain Basin.  
The southeastern corner of Swanton is somewhat hilly and forested and contains the only dominant scenic ridgeline in Swanton.  Swanton is the gateway to the United States from our border to the north via Interstate 89.  This scenic ridge dominates the landscape and is visible nearly the entire drive south from Canada through Swanton.  Because this ridge is elevated over 500 feet above the surrounding farmland, it is visible throughout most of Swanton including the waters of Lake Champlain.  Much of the center of Swanton both east and west of I-89 and in West Swanton remain in active farming. Approximately 60 percent of the soils in Swanton meet the state’s definition of primary agricultural soils. The following is a discussion of the various natural features in Swanton.

CHAPTER 3 – SWANTON TODAY 

F. ENERGY
Prior to the second next to last sentence in the first paragraph, add the following text: 

Energy is a basic need of our society, but with most of it derived from scarce resources, effective planning for energy use and conservation is extremely important.”

Add the following text as the 3rd paragraph in the first section of the ENERGY subdivision of CHAPTER 3:

New technologies and state and federal financial incentives also provide opportunities for homeowners to add renewable energy systems to their houses. Solar panels, evacuated tubes, and other devices can provide significant hot water and space heating while solar photovoltaics and small scale wind turbines can generate electricity. Small geothermal and cold climate heat pump systems can also be used to increase space heating efficiency in many homes. The implementation of small scale renewable energy systems in individual homes and businesses is preferable to the development of large scale renewable energy projects such as industrial scale solar farms and wind turbines. Generation of energy from renewable energy sources supports conservation of non-renewable energy sources while helping to maintain a clean environment. Potential renewable energy sources in Swanton include:

· Hydroelectric energy from the Highgate Dam.

· Small scale wind turbines to generate electricity from individual homes and businesses provided there is no adverse impact on neighboring properties.

· Industrial scale wind turbine projects in suitable locations where any negative impact on wildlife, water quality, scenic quality, viewsheds, soils, vegetation, aviation space, prime ag land, crop production, human health & safety, electric grid capacity, and existing neighborhoods is minimal. These projects are important but should be carefully sited to avoid harm to these important natural and human resources. 

· Small scale solar generation to produce electricity from individual homes and businesses provided there is no adverse impact on neighboring properties.

· Industrial scale solar panel projects in suitable locations where any negative impact on wildlife, water quality, scenic quality, viewsheds, vegetation, soils, prime ag land, crop production, human health & safety, electric grid capacity, and existing neighborhoods is minimal. These projects are important but should be carefully sited to avoid harm to these important natural and human resources. 

· Wood and wood chip generating facilities.

· Methane production on dairy farms.

· Liquid biofuel production from cooking wastes.

· Geothermal energy production.

The Town supports economically and environmentally sound development of local electric generation capacity, such as the electric generation sources mentioned above, provided that the volume of new electric generation does not require costly major improvements to the existing electric grid that would result in significant rate increases for consumers.  

CHAPTER 4 – SWANTON’S VISION

A.    VISION STATEMENT

On page 52 at the top between the first and second paragraph, insert two new paragraphs to read as follows:

Swanton is blessed with a variety of outstanding scenic beauty ranging from its handsome village green, beautiful historic buildings, a tree-lined mile long recreation path, pastoral farm fields, lush forests, and magnificent lakeshore to its regal ridgeline.   All of these scenic assets serve to make Swanton appealing to tourists and attractive as a desirable place to work, recreate, live and raise a family.  Efforts should be pursued to protect this natural and man-made beauty through zoning by-laws, covenants, conservation easements, and all other appropriate means. 
Made-over or previously disturbed land areas such as rock quarries, old missile sites, sand & gravel pits, brownfield sites, and former junkyards to name a few should be considered as ideal locations for renewable energy facility locations provided that there is no adverse impact on neighboring properties.

PAGE  
3

