STATE OF VERMONT
OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
VERMONT AGENCY OF TRANSPORTATION
NATIONAL LIFE BUILDING
ONE NATIONAL LIFE DRIVE
MONTPELIER, VERMONT 05633-5001

October 6, 2015

Ms. Susan Hudson, Clerk
Public Service Board

112 State Street, #4
Montpelier, VT 05602

Re: Swanton Wind LLC Project, Swanton, VT

Dear Ms. Hudson:

(ecered |5 @15

TELEPHONE:
(802) 828-2831

FAX:
(802) 828-2817

Enclosed is a memorandum, in which the State Aviation Operations Manager,
James C. Thompson addresses concerns regarding the proposed wind turbine project

in Swanton.

Thank you.

Very truly yours,

(SR b

William H. Rice

Assistant Attorney General

cc: Travis Belisle (P.O. Box 385, St. Albans, VT. 05481)
- Taylor Newton, Regional Planner
Aaron Kisicki, Esq. (Public Service Department)



< VERMONT

State.of Vetimont Agency of Transportation
PPAXD - Aviation

Jaines Thomjson, Aviation:QOperations Manager

2000 Alrport Rd. fphonel 802-828-1083

Beildin, VI, 05641
damesthompson@state,vi.us

Qct. 1,2015
To: Susan Hudson - Public Setvice Boatd, Cletle
From: State of Vermont - Ageney of Transpottation — Aeronautics Division
Re: Swanton Wind LLEC Project, Swanton, VI,

Deatr Ms. Fudson,

The State of Vermont Aesonautics Division has sevefal coicerns regarding the proposed wind tbine projeet in
Swanton aid the potential effects it could have on the Franldin County State Arport. The conceins are as
follows:

1, Theproposed location of the project along with the height of the finished towers may ereatea hazardous
situation for aitcraft apptoaching the airport from the south.

2. The proposed towers ate located to the east side of the extended rinway center: line at a height which
presents less than1000" feet of vertical sepatation from aitciaft opetations.

3. Duting inclement weathet, airctaft flying under Instrament Flight Rules (IFR) apetate solely by reference
to instruments and will not physically see the turbines--a very feal cause for concetn.

4. 'The ptoposed tower installations will disrupt the aircraft teatfic pattetn.

5. Not all of the Aircraft departing the aitport to the south will be ablé to climb above towers ctedting an
vnsafe sitvation for the flying public.

6. 'The tegional flight schools of Burlington Intesnational Aitpott and Franklin County Airport utilize the
proposed titbine location area for flight trainitig, Without this area to practice ﬂligl'jt maneuvefs, pj’lo’ts’ will

be forced fo fly closer to tetrain to the cast or over water to the west.

We would ask that the Public Setvice Board refrain from makinga decision on this mattet un til such tite as the
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has time to review the 7460-1 application (NOTICE OF PROPOSED
CONSTRUC

The FAA will make the deteriviination if these proposed towers ate a hazard:to ait navigation or if the existence of

TON OR ALTERATION): that Swanton Wind, TLC is required to file.

these towdts will significantly impaet the functionality of the Franklin County State Adepott.

Vlianseas




Should the applicant wish to proceed with the petition prior to an FAA determination then the Vermont Agency

of Transpottation will have to consider opposing the application out of concern for the potential negative impact

on airport operations.

'{cspcz thully,
‘ fa mes C. Thompson

State Aviation Operations Manager

Ce: Travis Belisle (P.O. Box 385, St. Albans; V1. 05481)
Taylor Newton, Regiofial Planner
Aaron Kisicki, Fsq, (Public Service Department)




